
Raise Up A Learner  Toddler Lesson Plans 

Week 11: PUZZLES 
 

 What Will We Play Today? 

Monday 

What Do You Do With A Puzzle?: Grab a puzzle that your child hasn’t mastered yet.  It is probably best to start with the type of 
puzzle that has several cut out shapes with a knob in the middle of each piece, instead of a jigsaw puzzle in which you have to 
assemble the puzzle to see the picture.  Take each piece out, show it to your child and put it back into the puzzle.  Ask your child to do 
the same.  Then take all of the pieces out at one time and help your child to find the right places for the pieces.   

Tuesday 

Puzzle Story: For this activity, you might find it easiest to use a puzzle with pictures of people or animals, but really any puzzle can 
work.  Take one piece out of your child’s puzzle and start telling a story about it.  Let’s say it’s a picture of a zebra.  Have the zebra 
journey around the room and explore.  Maybe the zebra’s friend Lion will join him, and you can add lion sounds.  Then have your 
child help the zebra and the lion find their way to their home in the puzzle.  You can make this activity simple with just a few pieces 
or more complicated by using all of the pieces in your puzzle.  This is a fun way to help your child be motivated to put all the pieces 
back in the puzzle, which is probably a challenging and frustrating task for them at this age.  

Wednesday 

My Puzzle: Print out two copies of the same picture of your child or your family, one in color and one in black and white on a full 
sheet of paper each.  Leave the black and white picture alone and cut the color picture into several square pieces.  Lay the black and 
white picture out in front of your child and let them place the colored pieces in the correct places on the picture.  Be standing by with 
your double-sided tape to tape the piece down once they have found the correct place.  Don’t put the tape on before you give it to your 
child, as it may take a few tries to get it right.  Display their completed puzzle and talk about their accomplishment!  

Thursday 
Puzzle Hunt: Scatter pieces to a puzzle around the room in different hiding spots. You can make this part as difficult or as simple as 
your child needs.  Have your child look for the pieces and guide them as necessary.  When they find a piece, have them put it in the 
correct place in the puzzle.  Continue on until the puzzle is complete; just don’t forget where you’ve hidden all of the pieces! 

Friday 

Puzzle Directions:  Today, grab a puzzle that your child has done a few times but may still be a bit of a challenge.  Take the pieces 
out and have your child fit them back into place on their own.  Give your child verbal directions, like “The apple goes next to the 
banana.  Where is the banana?” or “Turn it just a little bit more.  You can make it fit!”  If you see that your child is getting frustrated 
with a particular piece, place your hand over their hand to guide the piece and make it fit.  This will teach your child how you moved 
the piece so that they can learn to do it as well.  If your child is finding the activity too overwhelming, you’ll know that they aren’t 
ready to finish this particular puzzle on their own and you should help them to finish it.  You want your child to be challenged and to 
be able to overcome the challenge, but not to be overwhelmed or extremely frustrated.  Watch their cues to see how they are feeling. 

Read and Sing 

Visit your local library and look for books with repetition and patterning such as “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” by 
Eric Carle, or picture puzzle books by Jean Marzollo and Walter Wick, including “I Spy: Little Animals” board book.   
 
Make sure to include some fun and silly books and songs in your repertoire this week to help your child let off some of the frustration 
that comes with the challenge of working on puzzles. 
 
If you do not have many toddler appropriate puzzles at home, try visiting your library to see if they have any you can borrow or use 
at the library. 

 


